Electrogastrography in patients with Chagas' disease.
Electrogastrograghy (EGG) was performed in 33 patients with Chagas' disease and in 15 healthy volunteers-control group. The EGG was performed in two different periods: in fasting and postprandial. The EGG was submitted to a continuous spectral analysis. The following parameters were evaluated: % dominant frequency in spectral bands: normogastria (2-4 cpm), bradygastria (1-2 cpm), tachygastria (4-10 cpm) and duod/resp (10-15 cpm). EGG was considered normal if normogastria > 65% in both EGG periods. The chagasic group showed % normogastria significantly lower (basal, P < 0.01), % bradygastria (basal, P = 0.01) and % tachygastria (basal and postprandial, P =.001) significantly higher than the control group. EGG was normal in 14/15 (93%) in control group x 16/33 (53%) in chagasic group (P < 0.05). It was concluded that: 1) the prevalence of gastric dysrhythmias was higher in chagasic patients than in comparison to a control group 2) gastric dysrhythmias may be considered one of the abnormalities presented in the chagasic gastropathy.